
Dear Autus client
 
The year 2019, despite a fast pace and many events, produced very positive results. Autus Private Clients (APC) can highlight the

following:

 

Autus is recognised as the best advisory practice in South Africa for 2019
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Adviser (in collaboration with Old Mutual International) in London has named Autus the winner: South Africa's Best

Advisory Practice of 2019. Autus has also been awarded winners in the categories: "Excellence in Client Service" and "Excellence in

Professional Development." After a rigorous selection process, we are proud to receive international recognition for our client-centered

financial advice and overall best practice.

 

These awards are the fruits of 19 years of hard work and dedicated service to our clients. Many challenges were faced, and the team

had to work hard to deliver excellent services consistently. We would also like to take this opportunity to thank the entire Autus Team

for everyone's part in this. 
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FPI Financial Adviser Award
In addition to the above performance, Hardi Swart (Director: Marketing of APC) is named the FPI of South Africa's Financial Planner of

the year 2019. Hardi was also one of the three finalists in 2018. It is a testament to his training and development at Autus. Hardi is the

youngest Certified Financial Planner (CFP  ) ever in SA to receive the award. Congratulations, once again to Hardi for his sacrifice and

hard work.



New Autus offices
APC's Bellville office moves to a new building in the Vineyards Office Estate to Merlot House. We trust the customers will also enjoy

visiting the office there. We are also excited about our Paarl office which is now fully operational in Val de Vie Estate.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Client reviews
APC conducted more than 576 reviews of clients' financial portfolios and fiduciary affairs in 2019. Significant changes were made to

Wills to provide for specific medical conditions (a first, according to many legal practitioners). Living wills are also currently receiving

attention, and we aim to expand it further in 2020.

 

New fee structure and Fiduciary services
APC is virtually ready to implement a new individual fee structure (unique in SA). The pressure on advisory practices in SA and the

rising cost structure coupled with changing legislation necessitates this step to continue to provide the service to our clients. The new

structure will be discussed with clients in their 2020 reviews. APC is in the process of establishing a trust (Autus Fiduciary Services),

which will henceforth provide all fiduciary services in our offices through an in-house qualified legal practitioner. These include trusts,

wills, living wills, powers of attorney and settlement of estates.

 

APC will review all services in the new year services such as Medical Aid and Short Term Insurance will be outsourced to other

service providers. The high degree of risk and requirements for these services make it no longer possible for APC to provide them.

 

Autus Advice Team
APC's advisory team currently consists of 9 Wealth Planners and Advisers. We specialise in providing financial advice to individuals,

families and businesses. One of our Wealth Advisers, Marilize Opperman, CFP  (BCom) specialises in assisting single women.

 

Apart from Hardi Swart's designation as FPI Financial Planner for 2019, Marike Engelbrecht completed her Postgraduate Diploma in

Financial Planning at the University of Stellenbosch. Dawie Conradie, Desireé Matthew, Andrew Merryweather and Hannes van Zyl

are still expecting the results for their respective exams. Kobus Kotzé is appointed as Head of Research after a year at AFM (Autus

Fund Managers) , and Hester Mostert also moved to AFM (Autus Fund Managers) as Researcher of CIS Funds in the Investment

Team.
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New clients
Christo Malan joins the team full time  in Val de Vie and looks forward to connecting with all of his
clients in 2020. We call on existing clients to please recommend our services to family, friends and
acquaintances. This will further aid in providing our clients with more effective and optimal services.

Autus bids Beth Smit farewell
Beth Smit (Personal Assistant to Christo Malan and Dominic Ilett) makes history by being the first

member of staff to retire at Autus. She greets us at the end of December. We wish Beth all the best with

the new challenge and know that we will miss her. 

More about our fund managers
AFM's CIS funds are performing excellently and can be noted in the end of November's return for the year to date shown in the table

below.

The US and China trade war continues with many implications for international companies.

Britain, despite a new prime minister, still cannot find a solution to Brexit.

North Korea's head of state meets Donald Trump but still can't find confidence in the rest of the world.

Zimbabwe finally bid farewell to the late Robert Mugabe.

The result of the ANC's inability to ensure economic success in SA present new challenges with Eskom, SABC, Denel, Transnet

and Municipalities with cash flow problems and labour unrest.

South Africa's debt problems are exacerbated and foreign investors still remain major sellers of SA stocks and bonds.

Unemployment continues to rise, but inflation is relatively under control, while property prices are under pressure. 

South African equities remain cheap as the US stock market reaches new highs.

The ranking in the specific category for the Autus Prime Stable Fund is currently 3rd out of 165 funds (12.71% year to date), while

the Autus Prime Opportunity fund is 11th out of 63 funds and the Autus Prime Property Fund is 5th out of 47 funds in their respective  

categories for the year to date. The Autus Prime Global Equity Feeder fund is currently 7th out of 63 funds and has already delivered

a rand yield of 30.41% for the year. The dollar-denominated fund has already given 31.13% in dollar terms. The lowering of fund fees

at the beginning of 2019 was to the benefit of all our investors, its effect is visible in the performance figures.

 

The recent political and economic environment
The political and economic environment also presents many challenges and can be summarised as follows:

Source: Morningstar, 30 November 2019



2019 Closing word
 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all Autus clients and investors for your continued support and

confidence in our team. You give purpose to our lives and help us to touch others and make a

difference.

 

I want to thank the entire Autus Group's staff for their contribution to making 2019 a success

regardless of the difficult conditions in South Africa and the environment in which we operate. The

many compliments received from clients for selfless service by our staff are appreciated, thank you

for that. Thank you for every little effort to touch someone's life and make a difference.

 

May you and your loved ones have a blessed holiday, be safe and take a break to tackle 2020 and the challenges it will pose.

 

Thank you!

 

Christo Malan
Chairman: Autus Group

Merry Christmas
and Happy new

year!

Autus Foundation
The Autus Foundation continues to support various institutions in 2019 financially. The School for Autism in Paarl for Magdelena

Home for Unmarried Mothers in Parow as well as Huis Andries Olivier in Durbanville will be selected this year for additional

contributions. There is so much need in South Africa that we cannot possibly meet all requests and cases are considered on merit.

Thank you to all my staff for the times they have been part of special outreaches and individual projects. We know there were

many of them and they are appreciated.
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GENERAL DISCLAIMER
Collective Investment Schemes in Securities (CIS) are generally medium to long term investments. The value of participatory

interests may go down as well as up and past performances is not necessarily a guide to the future. CIS are traded at ruling prices

and can engage in borrowing and scrip lending. A schedule of fees and  charges and maximum commissions is available on

request from Autus Fund Managers (Pty) Ltd. Commission and incentives may be paid and if so, would be included in the overall

costs. Investors should take cognisance of the fact that there are risks involved in buying or selling any financial product.

 

Performance is calculated for the portfolio and the individual investor performance may differ as a result of initial fees, the actual

investment date, the date of reinvestment and dividend withholding tax. Illustrations, forecasts or hypothetical data are not

guaranteed and are provided for illustrative purposes only. The investment performance is calculated by taking the actual initial

fees and all ongoing fees into account for the amount shown. Income is reinvested on the reinvestment date. Autus Fund

Managers (Pty) Ltd has the right to close the portfolio to new investors in order to manage it more efficiently in accordance with its

mandate.This document does not constitute a solicitation, invitation or investment recommendation. Prior to selecting a financial

product or fund it is recommended that investors seek specialized financial, legal and tax advice. Autus Fund Managers (Pty) Ltd

is an authorized financial services provider in terms of the Financial Advisory and Intermediary Services Act (Act No. 37 of 2002).

FSP 4221

 

COLLECTIVE INVESTMENT SCHEME DISCLAIMER
The Autus Prime co-named funds (as defined in BN 778 of 2011) are registered under the Prime Collective Investment Scheme,

managed by Prime Collective Investment Schemes Management Company (RF) (Pty) Ltd (“the manager”) (Registration No.

2005/017098/07), a registered Collective Investment Schemes Management Company in terms of the Collective Investment

Schemes Control Act 45 of 2002, supervised by the Financial Sector Conduct Authority (‘FSCA’). The manager takes full

responsibility for the co-named portfolio, regardless of any co-naming arrangements. Autus Fund Managers (‘the investment

manager”) is the FSCA approved and appointed investment manager of the co-named CIS funds and is authorised as a Financial

Services Provider in terms of the Financial Advisory and Intermediary Services Act 37 of 2002, takes full responsibility for all

investment management related responsibilities.
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